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have In ourselves no principle of motion or action ; the
consequence of which is, as your Lordship says (and
Dr Priestley in effect acknowledges it) that we are
not properly responsible for our actions, that they are
not really ours; and that the machine called man is
only a kind of pipe (to use your Lordship's comparison),
which is played upon by an invisible hand, his actions
being no more his own than the tune is the pipe's.

I have been afraid in writing this of repeating too
much of what I said in my former letter, and this has
made me less particular in my replies than I should
otherwise have been. These are subjects which are
hardly capable of being elucidated by a multiplicity of
words, and long discussions. I think for myself, as well
as I can; and if, after employing myself in laying my
thoughts before others with the reasons of them, they
do not receive them, I endeavour to make myself easy,
and to content myself with the improvement (often
perhaps imaginary) derived from the attention bestowed
in proposing them. It would, indeed, have given me
great pleasure to be able to tell your Lordship that
your arguments have convinced me on all the points
in debate between us. The reason of the difference
between us may be my ignorance of that first Philosophy,
and those ancient Metaphysics, with which your Lord-
ship is so deeply conversant I am afraid you discern
in me much of this ignorance; but I rely on your
candour. My delay in sending this letter I "reflect
upon with pain.

In hope that it will be excused, and with great
respect, I am, my Lord, your Lordship's obliged and
most obedient servant,                       RICHARD PRICE.he says most expressly, cannot
